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Introduction

This hearing dealt with an application by the landlord for a rent increase above the limit
set by the Residential Tenancy Regulation (the “Regulation”). Both parties participated
in the hearing and gave affirmed testimony.

Issues to be decided

e Whether the landlord is entitled to the above, pursuant to the relevant legislation

Background and Evidence

Pursuant to a written tenancy agreement, the fixed term of tenancy is from June 1, 2009
to May 31, 2011. Monthly rent of $2,450.00 has remained unchanged since the start of
tenancy, and a security deposit of $1,225.00 was collected.

Pursuant to the Regulation, the allowable amount of rent increase that takes effect in
2011 is 2.3%. In this case, the allowable rent increase would be $56.35 ($2,450.00 x
2.3%), which would bring the subject monthly rent to $2,506.35 ($2,450.00 + $56.35).

In this application the landlord seeks a rent increase in the total amount of $546.00,
which would bring the subject monthly rent to $2,996.00 ($2,450.00 + $546.00).

Grounds for an additional rent increase identified in the application are as follows:

A) After the rent increase permitted by the Regulation, the rent for the rental unit
is significantly lower than the rent payable for other rental units similar to and
in the same geographic area, as the rental unit.

During the hearing the parties discussed circumstances surrounding the landlord’s
application. While the tenants do not dispute that a rent increase beyond the amount
permitted by the Regulation may be justified, at issue is the amount of increase that
seems both fair and affordable.



Analysis

The full text of the Residential Tenancy Act (the “Act”), Regulation, Residential Tenancy
Policy Guidelines, Fact Sheets, forms and more can be accessed via the website:

WWW.rto.gov.bc.ca

Part 3 of the Act addresses What Rent Increases Are Allowed, and comprises the
following sections:

Section 40: Meaning of “rent increase”

Section 41: Rent increases

Section 42: Timing and notice of rent increases
Section 43: Amount of rent increase

Part 4 of the Regulation addresses Rent Increases, and comprises the following
sections:

Section 22: Annual rent increase
Section 23: Additional rent increase

Residential Tenancy Policy Guideline # 37 addresses “Rent Increases.”

Section 43 of the Act provides in part:
43(1) A landlord may impose a rent increase only up to the amount
(a) calculated in accordance with the regulations,
(b) ordered by the director on an application under subsection (3), or
(c) agreed to by the tenant in writing.

(2) A tenant may not make an application for dispute resolution to dispute a
rent increase that complies with this Part.

(3) In the circumstances prescribed in the regulations, a landlord may request
the director’s approval of a rent increase in an amount that is greater than the
amount calculated under the regulations referred to in subsection (1)(a) by
making an application for dispute resolution.

Section 23(1) of the Regulation provides in part:


http://www.rto.gov.bc.ca/

23(1) A landlord may apply under section 43(3) of the Act [additional rent
increase] if one or more of the following apply:

(a) after the rent increase allowed under section 22 [annual rent increase],
the rent for the rental unit is significantly lower than the rent payable for
other rental units that are similar to, and in the same geographic area
as, the rental unit;

Section 23(4) of the Regulation provides in part:
23(4) In considering an application under subsection (1), the director may
(a) grant the application, in full or in part,
(b) refuse the application,

(c) order that the increase granted under subsection (1) be phased in over
a period of time, or...

Section 63 of the Act provides that the parties may attempt to settle their dispute
during a hearing. Pursuant to this provision, discussion between the parties
during the hearing led to a resolution. Specifically, it was agreed as follows:

- that monthly rent will increase by $350.00 from what is presently
$2,450.00 to $2,800.00.

A rent increase cannot be introduced in advance of the required 3 months’ notice and,
thereafter, the new rent remains fixed for the next 12 months. In this regard, section 42
of the Act speaks to Timing and notice of rent increases, as follows:

42(1) A landlord must not impose a rent increase for at least 12 months after
whichever of the following applies:

(a) if the tenant’s rent has not previously been increased, the date on
which the tenant’s rent was first established under the tenancy
agreement;

(b) if the tenant’s rent has previously been increased, the effective date of
the last rent increase made in accordance with this Act.

(2) A landlord must give a tenant notice of a rent increase at least 3 months
before the effective date of the increase.

(3) A notice of rent increase must be in the approved form. [emphasis added]



(4) If a landlord’s notice of a rent increase does not comply with subsections (1)
and (2), the notice takes effect on the earliest date that does comply.

The approved form is RTB — 7 which is produced by the Residential Tenancy Branch.

Conclusion

Pursuant to the agreement reached between the parties, as above, the landlord’s
application is hereby allowed in part.

This decision is made on authority delegated to me by the Director of the Residential
Tenancy Branch under section 9.1(1) of the Residential Tenancy Act.

DATE: April 28, 2011

Residential Tenancy Branch



