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The tenant submits that they seek to recover cost for courier fees and the cost of preparing a 
defense that are associated with prior hearings. 
 
Analysis 
 
Based on the above, the testimony and evidence, and on a balance of probabilities, I find as 
follows: 
 
In a claim for damage or loss under the Act or tenancy agreement, the party claiming for the 
damage or loss has the burden of proof to establish their claim on the civil standard, that is, a 
balance of probabilities. In this case, the tenant has the burden of proof to prove their claim.  
 
Section 7(1) of the Act states that if a landlord or tenant does not comply with the Act, regulation 
or tenancy agreement, the non-comply landlord or tenant must compensate the other for 
damage or loss that results.   
 
Section 67 of the Act provides me with the authority to determine the amount of compensation, 
if any, and to order the non-complying party to pay that compensation.  
 
In this case, the tenant purchased weather stripping and a door sweep to help contain their 
cigarette smoke in the rental unit.  The tenant did not obtain prior permission from the landlord.  
I find the tenant has failed to prove a violation of the Act by the landlord.  Therefore, I dismiss 
this portion of the tenant’s claim. 
 
The tenant seeks to recover cost for courier fees and cost of their defence that were associated 
to an unrelated file; these cost were in preparation of a hearing.  I find there is no authority 
under the Act, to grant these costs, as each party is responsible for their own costs associated 
with the hearing.  Therefore, I dismiss this portion of the tenant’s claim. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The tenant’s application is dismissed without leave to reapply. 
 
This decision is made on authority delegated to me by the Director of the Residential Tenancy 
Branch under Section 9.1(1) of the Residential Tenancy Act. 
 
Dated: September 14, 2016  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 


